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Balancing act

Husband and wife
team enjoy the thril
of the high wire

Dally statf photos by Greg Deschesmasier

Watch that last Step: Aura Guerrero stands on her husband, Werner Guerrero's, shoul-

ders as he begins the treacherous descent on the hi
Beatty-Cole Bros. Circus Saturday.

gh wire near the end of their performance at the Clyde
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Guelr';m said. “The wire ciinvge
unpredictable and very {
ous, Even people in the show do
realize how dangerous it is.”

Guerrero, who began perf:
ing more than 30 years ago at a
6 with his world-famous high-wi
family, does know the danger
He is a fifth generation high-wi
performer.

rmed with Ringlit
gmthers he broke nea
ly half the bones in b
body. Just last year wi
g Brothers
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husband-and-wife team in their
defiance of gravity.

“When you go up and you touch
the mhle, there 1s a little bit of
fear,” said Aura Guerrero, a 17-
year veteran of the hjgh wire,
“You have to be very careful. You

brother fell and is no
confined to a wheelchair,

“When you get injured, w
think you're killing yourself
Guerrero said. “Like my brothe
he would say no money is wor
it.”

Yet, Guerrero continues to
form and won't consider a safe
net unless it is mandated by

state's law. |
Virginia, pe
formers aren

required to w

Colombia, h
traveled  wil
various show
most of his Lif

! Daring duo: wem-
ciently to join er and Aura Guerrero pose
her Saturday. outside of the Clyde Beatty-

“A slip doesn't Cole Bros. Circus tent.

happen  very

often, but it can ha at any
time,” Guerrero said while rub-
bing the sore leg Friday beneath
his shiny, gold dex-like cos-
tume,

His latest slip was ipitated
bgd:ﬂdrmnmninggnth the
wire

“The smallest move can throw
you off,” be said.

Before the Guerrercs take the
wire, the audience is advised to
remain seated and keep silent.
But rarely does the audience take
this warning seriously, he said.

“Here, the circus, the audience
likes it, but they're not disciplined

to know how dangerous it is,”

part
Guerrero family high-wire act.

“When I got married, I said, ‘B
won't come down,™ she said.

So she went up.

Originally from Portugal, Mr
Guerrero said she still gets ne
vous before each performance.

“T am always nervous,” she sail
“Every day before I g0 up, m
stomach is like a stone.”

The couple, who have travele
all over the world, is in their fin
year with the Cole Bros. Circu
Along with their 12-year-ol
daughter, they drive their truc
and trailer across the Unite
States performing in the world
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